
 

  

  

   

 

 

From the President 

It begins with a welcome 

 

Dear Diplomats and Volunteers, 

  

I hope you are enjoying the final days 

of your summer vacations with 

family and friends, visiting new or 

familiar places, and eating your 

favorite foods, like ice cream 

sundaes!  
 

Meanwhile, we have been busy planning the upcoming year with amazing 

activities and wonderful events.  Our focus continues to be on providing 



 

opportunities to share each other’s cultures since the more we know and 

understand each other the more likely we are to live in peace and prosperity. 

 

Our program tours and diverse events will be the perfect occasion for you to 

learn about our history, to visit governing institutions, to cheer on a new sports 

team, or to be moved by accomplished artists.  Alternatively, the cultural 

exchange groups offer each of us an opportunity to engage in conversations 

about what is most important to us, like raising children, while building lasting 

friendships. 

  

Here are two events already on our calendar, which you will not want to miss! 

  

• The Fall New Diplomat Welcome kicks off the year for our newly arrived 

diplomats on October 3rd. 

 

• Our fundraising event gala and silent auction, Twilight in Argentina, will be 

hosted by the Embassy of the Argentine Republic on November 8th. 

  

We will be sending future emails announcing these and many more terrific 

activities.  We hope you will join us and I look forward to meeting you at a 

future THIS function. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Linda Wildes, President 

THIS for Diplomats  

 

 

https://thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/programs/calendar/fall-2019-ndw
http://https/thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/programs/calendar/2019-gala


 

Attention All Diplomats 

 

New Diplomat Welcome  

October 3, 10:30 - noon 

  

 

As THIS for Diplomats begins its Fall season, it welcomes newly arrived 

diplomats and their spouses to attend its New Diplomat Welcome (NDW) on 

Thursday, October 3rd.  The NDW will be held at the historic Meridian 

House.  The NDW reception introduces recently arrived diplomats to the 

hospitality and programs that enhance the experience of diplomats posted in 



 

Washington, DC.  We hope that  diplomats will share information about THIS 

and the NDW with their embassy colleagues who are not yet aware of THIS. 

  

To register to attend, please click below.  In addition, the THIS office is 

available to answer any questions you might have about this reception.  Please 

contact 202-232-3002 or this@thisfordiplomats.org for more information. 

  

We look forward to meeting the new diplomats from your embassy on October 

3rd!  

 

Register Today  

 

 

 

 

Embassy Liasion 

Committee 

 

 

As the chair of the Embassy Liaison 

Committee (ELC), I am looking 

forward to carrying on the wonderful 

work that has been done in the past 

in establishing meaningful 

relationships with the Embassies.    
 

I would like more volunteers to sign up as Embassy Liaisons and fully 

participate in extending our welcome and friendship to diplomats in a most 

mailto:this@thisfordiplomats.org
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=THIS&WebCode=LoginRequired


 

personal way. Volunteers take on one or several countries and become the 

liaisons with the diplomats and staff of that country.  Building these friendships 

is the essence of THIS’s mission. The countries have been very receptive to 

THIS outreach and also very appreciative of all the work we do.  For volunteers 

who are multilingual, it is a perfect opportunity to use your language skills; you 

are particularly good at making the diplomats feel welcome and comfortable in 

our country. 

  

We are looking forward to continuing and strengthening the relationships 

formed over the last year and I hope you will be a part of that.  Please let the 

office and me know if you will be joining us in this important work. 

  

I also want to encourage diplomats and their friends in the diplomat 

community to register with THIS so they can receive our event calendars and 

newsletters.  Please find the diplomat registration form here. 

 

Claudia Thurber 

Chair, Embassy Liaison Committee 

THIS for Diplomats  

 

 

https://thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/join/diplomat-registration


 

 

November 8, 2019 

Twilight in Argentina Gala 

 

The Twilight in Argentina Gala 

committee continues to make 

progress as they excitedly prepare for 

the big fundraising event on Nov 8th 

at the Embassy of the Argentine 

Republic. 
 

 

They have successfully confirmed the Tango performances.  Joerg and Sarah 

Schlatterer will be dancing the classic Argentine Tango.  Maria-Elena Tierno, a 

THIS volunteer since 2004, will be dancing the Ballroom Tango with her 

instructor, Nicholas Pasch. You’ll learn the history of the Tango, the difference 

between the variations, and see fabulous performances! 

  

Get ready to bid on some fabulous items at our silent auction.  Would you like 

two tickets to see Hamilton at the Kennedy Center?   How about meeting 

Washington Post film critic Ann Hornaday where she will discuss the 

Oscars?  Stay tuned for more fabulous items. 

  

Tickets for the Gala ($155 per person) will be on sale in the beginning of 

September, their availability and how to sign up will be broadcast through an 

email.  Please join us for us for this amazing event.  

 

 



 

Upcoming Events and Save the Dates 

  

September 20th:  Welcome Back Volunteers 

October 3rd:  New Diplomat Welcome 

November 8th:  Twilight in Argentina Gala 

 

 

  

 

Featured Cultural Exchange Groups  

General Announcement 

 

THIS Cultural Exchange Groups meet throughout the Washington DC 

metropolitan area.  There are 16 Cultural Exchange Groups divided by 

geographical areas, language, and specific interest areas.  Click below to learn 

more and find a Cultural Exchange to join.  

 

Learn More About Our Cultural Exchanges  

 

http://https/thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/programs/calendar/2019-vwb
https://thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/programs/calendar/fall-2019-ndw
https://thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/programs/calendar/2019-gala
https://thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/cultural-exchanges/groups


 

 

Book Discussion 

Cultural Exchange 

Group 

We meet the 4th Friday of the 

month, September through May, 

from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in 

THIS volunteers’ homes.   New 

members are welcome!  If you are 

interested in joining the group or 

attending one or more of the 

discussions, please contact Chair, 

Marilyn Horwood, 

mghorwood@verizon.net. The 

September 27th book is “The 

Overstory" by Richard Power. 

 

Arlington Cultural Exchange Group 

The Arlington Cultural Exchange Group will resume their 2019/2020 meetings 

on Wednesday, September 11th, at the home of Juanita Cullen.  Jamie Harding 

and Shari Lama will continue to be co-chairs of the Arlington group.  Our group 

will meet the second Wednesday of the month from September 2019 through 

May 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The only exception will be in October 

2019.  Our Halloween Party will be on Wednesday, October 30th.  We look 

mailto:mghorwood@verizon.net


 

forward to our new year with our friends and we welcome new volunteers and 

diplomats. 

 

 

 

For Diplomats  

For a translation of the newsletter, click here. 

Para una traducción del boletín, haga clic aquí . 

Pour une traduction du bulletin, cliquez ici. 

 

Have you registered with THIS? Click here to tell us about yourself and join 

THIS today. Diplomats register for free! 

 

 

For Volunteers  

Welcome Back Volunteers — September 20, 2019 

 

As a volunteer for THIS, you chose to be part of a wonderful organization whose 

mission it is to promote international understanding and friendship through 

educational, informational and cultural exchanges with members of the 

diplomatic community.   In order to fulfill our mission, we as volunteers, need 

to participate to the fullest extent possible.  Whether it’s planning a program, 

assisting on a program, hosting a cultural exchange meeting or sitting on the 

Executive Board, THIS needs your participation.  The more you participate, the 

more meaningful your experience in THIS will be.  You are invited to join us at 

our annual Volunteer Welcome Back on September 20th (10:30 a.m. - 1:00 

https://thisfordiplomats.squarespace.com/join/diplomat-registration
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=THIS&WebCode=LoginRequired


 

p.m.).  You will hear about some of our exciting plans for the upcoming year, 

meet the committee chairs, reconnect with your volunteer friends at THIS, and 

welcome our newest volunteers! There is no fee but you will need to sign-up no 

later than September 6th to guarantee a seat. Carpooling is encouraged (you 

can sign up via our website) or use a taxi service since parking is limited.   

 

Welcome Volunteer Chair Janine Ali 

THIS would like to welcome Janine Ali to the Executive Committee as our new 

Volunteer Chair.  We thank her for her commitment to THIS and look forward 

to a successful year. 

 

Sponsor a Volunteer 

THIS is looking for volunteers who are able to commit their time and talents to 

further our mission. Please click here for information on how to sponsor a 

volunteer. 

 

THIS Store 

Volunteers never miss the opportunity to make a connection with a diplomat or 

a potential sponsor.  You can now order business cards with our new address 

for half the price ($15) on the website. Order your THIS business cards today! 

Click here to purchase.  The office will then notify you when the business cards 

are ready for pick-up. 

 

Welcome, New Volunteers: 

Phyllis Lessans 

 

 

https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=THIS&WebCode=LoginRequired
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=THIS&WebCode=LoginRequired


 

Administrative Announcements  

September Newsletter 

THIS Vice President for Programs, Nancy Regan, will introduce our Program 

Committees and share plans for upcoming programs and events.   

 

THIS Executive Committee 2019-2020 

President: Linda Wildes 

Vice President for Programs: Nancy Regan 

Vice President for Cultural Exchanges: Seyoung Thomas 

Treasurer: Lynne Shank 

Corresponding Secretary: Beth Barnett 

Nominating Committee Chair: Lexie Ellis 

Members-At-Large: Ieva O’Rourke, Anita Rezazad, Riki Sheehan and Keiko 

Thurston 

Embassy Liaison Chair: Claudia Thurber 

Volunteer Chair: Janine Ali 

Bylaws Chair, Past President: Elena Olson 

Immediate Past President: Adele Siegmund 

 

Select THIS for Diplomats as Your Charity on Amazon Smile 

Help us help you! Designate THIS as your Amazon charity and part of your 

purchase will go to THIS without any additional charge to you. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank You to Our Sponsors 

 

 

  

 

  

THIS for Diplomats does not endorse or promote the particular viewpoints, products, or services offered by our sponsors. 
    

 


